Acetylation and phosphorylation of Drosophila histones. Distribution of acetate and phosphate groups in fractionated chromatin.
The phosphorylation and acetylation patterns of Drosophila histones were studied after whole cell incubation with ortho [32P] phosphate or [3H] acetate. Radioactive phosphate associated mainly with H1, H3, and H4 and radioactive acetate was associated mainly with H3, H4, and H2B. H3 showed the highest specific activity of both labels. Two chromatin fractionation methods were employed to investigate the distribution of acetate and phosphate groups in histones form template-active and template-inactive regions. The levels of both acetate and phosphate groups were higher in histones from template-active regions.